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From Srngara to Santa: Poetry of John Donne in
Light of Indian Aesthetics

pfan has not found eternal joy or transcendental bliss and fulfilment even after
euiring all his knowledge, wealth, advancement in the field of science and
rechnolOgY. PTOETESS 1h the field of medicine and art and the like. In spite ol all

(his PrOgrEss and development, the idea of true and unwa vering hapmness 15 still
| oT pm-prztuu]

glien 10 him. He still is aspiring (o attain a glimpse of that eternd
hligs, ccstatic Joy, love and fulfilment which is unhound by the intricacies of
human cxIstence; n fact. this is the very driving foree which makes human be1ngs

0l

all wealth and means
and so on, Indeed, desire
pervading desire deeply
Ve Or Survive without
wrong places or i
and found in the

Jdo everything which they do on earth; be it acguiring
comforts, or running in the mad pursuit of knowledge
for true, pure, viruous, divine and fulfilling Love is an all-
nstilled into the consciousness of all of us and we cannot 1
ctriving for such love. But almost always we look for it at
wrong people or things. This urge can be very well located
poetry of John Donne: one of the greatest British metaphysical poet. His poetry,
in different ways, shows us that true fulfilment lies not in pursuing the ordinary.
worldly or human but the ultimate, the ranscendental, the eternal, and therefore.
his love poems attain a kind of universality which enables a kind of physico-
spiritual expenence of love where perception of beauty altimately leads to the
creation of infinity. The analysis of Donne’s poetry from Rasa' Perspective reveals
asignificant potential in his poetry to move oneself from the music of Srmgdra’ (o
the Santa’ by the way of movement and wansformation of the earthly love into the
divine: a love which is above all suffering even death. In this paper, I will try to
establish how the poems of Danne when secn from the Rasa perspective reveal
the potential of taking us from the ordinary gratification to the state of highest

happiness and eternal bliss,

When we consider poetry of John Donne a significant fact that we notice 15
that his poems although chiefly about his personal experiences in love revealed in
different moads or tones make the worldly love eternal. In his poems we find a
movement from the ordinary love towards the extraordinary love, from worldly love
owards the divine love. In his best poens. he mixes the discourses of the corporeal
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