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South Asia Region Network of IUCN CEM 

IUCN CEM S Asia Core Group (2017-present) 

 
1. Chair Dr. Shalini Dhyani 

Scientist 
Environmental Impact and Sustainability Division (EISD) 
CSIR-National Environmental Research Institute, 
Nagpur, Maharashtra, INDIA 
Specialization: Ecology and Biodiversity 

 
2. Co-Chair Prof. Dr. Hemanthi Ranasinghe  

Dean/Faculty of Graduate Studies & 
Snr. Professor in Forestry and Environmental Science 
University of Sri Jayewardenepura 
Nugegoda, SRI LANKA 
Specialization: Forestry and Environmental Science 

 
3. Dr. Kinley Tenzin,  

Executive Director 
Royal Society for Protection of Nature (RSPN) 
P.O. Box 325  |  Lhado Lam, Bldg.# 25   
Kawajangsa, Thimphu: BHUTAN 
Specialization: Forest Ecosystem dynamics 

 
4. Professor (Dr.) Mohammed Latif Khan, FNIE, FNESA, FNAAS 

Department of Botany 
Chairperson, Nodal Centre for University Ranking Process 
Dr. Harisingh Gour Central University 
Sagar - 470003, Madhya Pradesh, INDIA 

    Specialization: Forestry, Ecology, Biodiversity Conservation, Ecosystem Services.  
 
5. Dr. Mohan Prasad Wagley 

Senior Fellow at the Centre for Green Economy Development (CGED-Nepal) 
Former Secretary, Ministry of Forest and Soil Conservation and 
Former DG, Soil and Water Conservation Department NEPAL 
Specialization: Forestry, Soil and Water Conservation 

 
5. Prof. Dr. B. K. Tiwari  

Professor, Department of Environmental Studies, 
North-Eastern Hill University, 
Shillong, Meghalaya, INDIA 
Specialization: Environmental Science and NRM 
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6. Dr. Ruchi Badola 
Scientist G (Senior Professor) 
Department of Ecodevelopment Planning & Participatory Management 
Wildlife Institute of India, Dehra Dun, Uttarakhand, INDIA 
Specialization: Environmental Economics 

 
7. Dr. Mokhlesur Rahman 

Center for Natural Resource Studies (CNRS),  
Bangladesh and he specializes in natural sciences, marine, social sciences, climate change 
BANGLADESH 
Specialization: Natural sciences, Marine, Social sciences, Climate change 

 
8. Er.Sanjaya Devkota 

FEED (P) Ltd.  
Coordinator: Nepal Vetiver Networks (NPVN) 
Sanepa, Lalitpur, NEPAL 
Specialization: Ecosystem based DRR and Nature based Solutions for DRR 

 
10. Dr. Anil Kumar Gupta   

Associate Professor 
Head, Division of Policy Planning, Head, Training & Capacity Building, 
National Institute of Disaster Management  
(Government of India, Ministry of Home Affairs) 
IIPA Campus, New Delhi, 110 002, INDIA.  
Specialization: Ecosystem based DRR and Climate Change Adaptations 

 
11. Dr. Gyan Prakash Sharma 

Assistant Professor 
Department of Environmental Studies 
University of Delhi 
Delhi, INDIA 
Specialization: Ecology of Invasive species and control 

 
12.  Ms. Rinchen Wangmo 

Program Manager 
Royal Society for Protection of Nature (RSPN) 
P.O. Box 325, Lhado Lam, Bldg.# 25   
Kawajangsa, Thimphu: BHUTAN 
Specialization: Environment and Development Education; Fund Raising; Liaising etc  

 
 
Young Professional: Mr. Nihal Gujre 
            PhD Candidate and NASI JRF 
            IIT Guwahati 
            Assam, India 
           Specialization: Biodiversity and Rural Development 
 
Social Media Support. Dr. Pradeep Mehta, Earthwatch, India 
   Pollinators and Biodiversity Conservation 
Members 
INDIA 06; SRILANKA 01; BANGLADESH 01; BHUTAN 02; NEPAL 02; MALDIVES 00 
 
Expertise: Forestry, Biodiversity, Environmental Economics, EbDRR, EbA, NBS, Eco Education, 
Invasives, Transboundary, Genomics, Botany, Pollinators 


