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se of the most outspoken writers of the twentieth century India.
et 1§ one i etoriog #
il SO harges of obscenity and perversity, Chugtai, in her short "”"’*“‘_mi
Imnr:h‘*"““"““.“mt ;‘ ted discussions on such issues which have remained heavily
’ anted [y e . (s
ar povels, Bncit donality and few have dared to challenge them
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Y iy t paper analyses the short story ‘Lihaaf translated into English by
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« commitment to her art placed her among writers like Dr. Rashid Jahan, Rajender
it ;,4\“ Saadat Hasan Manto who not only changed the trend of Urdu Literature but
5‘_""‘* h'kl :L ‘_‘.;C society off its complacency and made it more vibrant and rational. Known
“,“;1:1-:1“*;\5 and fearlessness Ch ugtai's stories particularly 'Lihaaf dared to overturn

o J; established social modes of thought and to a great extend give her woman the space she
rchifully deserved. She presented the women's world not on ly from a woman's
Bes F\:;-g‘-\ec:‘\'t‘ butalso discussed the issues which deeply affected women's lives and needed
« 10 be brought into public diccussion . In her hands the rationale of homosexuality takes a
mare humanistic view as she shows the women the ways to regain their self esteem and re-

it establish their position in the game of power politics within their own private spheres and

; discover a new sense of self. The paper is an analysis of the women's world caught in the

quagmire of traditions and common human desires- their struggles, their sufferings and
their triumphs.
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Borm on 15" of Augustin 1915 into a well-to-
justa little less than a dozen siblings, Ismat Chugtai
Being the ninth of the ten children of her parents, Chu
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ghting with them. In her memoirs she writes of

her do so, as it Was unbecoming of a girl, her
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